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criminality and its danger, and advises in its stead bleeding; and in doing so, 
reviews the various opinions of this mode of treatment, held by several leading 
authorities. 

M. Dax gives a brief account of the results of five personal observations. 

1. In 1844, a lady, pregnant for the first time, at the third month suffered 
from continued vomiting and nausea, which nothing relieved. She was bled to 
about three and a quarter ounces, and kept in a horizontal position for a 
couple of days and on a spare fluid diet. By the third day she was up and 
about; could eat well, and the sickness entirely disappeared. She was delivered 
at full term. 

2. Madame P. (1855), who believed herself six weeks pregnant, vomited up 
to midday; less in the evening, and sometimes not at all. Treatment for fifteen 
days with anodynes, enemata, etc., made her worse rather than better. She was 
of an exceedingly nervous temperament, and was with difficulty persuaded to 
be bled. She was treated as in the previous case. On the fourth day she got 
up, and did not vomit again. 

3. In October, 1863, M. Dax was consulted in the case of a primipara preg¬ 
nant four months, who had not ceased from vomiting since the commencement. 
She was attenuated, pale, thin, feeble, and very nervous. M. Dax advised 
repose, pastilles de Yichy, etc., with no amelioration at the end of eight days. 
Opium was ordered to be given, and the same treatment continued. She was 
no better, but vomited everything, and was anaemic to the highest degree. 
She was bled to between three and four ounces. The same after-treatment 
was followed as in No. 1. By the third day there was slight retching; no food 
was returned. Prom this day she could get up, and all vomiting ceased. She 
went her full term. 

4. Madame S. (1872), a multipara, pregnant three months, had miscarried 
previously at seven months. When seen she was very pale and very thin, 
suffered in the kidneys, was continually sick, and had no sleep. She was 
ordered to bed without benefit. She was bled to the extent of about three 
ounces and a half, vomited no more, and was able to sleep two hours. At the 
end of fifteen days she could get up, walk, sleep, and eat. She had no return 
of the sickness, and was confined at full term. 

5. In September 18, 1874, M. Dax saw Madame Oh., who suffered from the 
kidneys. She had borne once, and was pregnant between three and four 
months. She was continually sick. He took away about three ounces and a 
half of blood, and advised rest in bed and a spare diet. No sickness returned. 
What was most remarkable was, that the ascitic fluid, which was considerable 
in the peritoneal cavity, entirely disappeared, and the patient, he was led to 
believe, continued well, and gestation proceeded normally. 

In Case 3, the peril to mother and child was extreme. The danger to mother 
and child by this treatment is imaginary—It saves both. 

In conclusion, the author remarks that, although he believes he has conclu¬ 
sively proved the efficacy of bleeding, still he advises the trial of the ordinary 
remedies—ice, opium, effervescing drinks, baths, change of air, exercise or 
rest, choice of diet, and all the other known hygienic and therapeutic agents ; 
these in many cases suffice, but in extreme instances no remedy is so powerful 
as bleeding .—London Med. Record , March 24, 1875. 

60. Centred Rupture of the Perineum. —Dr. Wilson communicated to the 
Obstetrical Society of Edinburgh the following case of this accident:— 

April 3, 1874, about 10 A. M., he was called to attend a lady, set. 26, in her 
first confinement. She had had more or less severe pains in the abdomen since 
3 A. M., and, on examination per vaginam, he “found the os uteri hardly ad¬ 
mitted the point of the finger, while the vaginal surface was free from secretion. 
I ordered her a dose of castor oil, and asked the person in attendance to send 
for me when she thought it necessary. I was sent for about 4 P. M., and ou 
my arrival found the pains very constant and severe, the membranes ruptured, 
and the head pressing strongly against the perineum, with a rigid vulva. At 
once I supported the perineum with my hand, and for nearly an hour con¬ 
tinued to do so, the vulva in the interval becoming greatly relaxed. The head 
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was now so far protruded, that I expected its exit each pain, but suddenly the 
perineum became thinned, gave way, and the head, receding from the vulva, 
escaped through the laceration, followed immediately by the body. I separated 
the child, passed the fingers through the vulva, and in a short time removed 
the placenta by the natural way. On examining the parts, the fourchette and 
sphincter ani were found entire. 

In the evening I wrote Dr. Matthews Duncan asking his advice as to what 
should be done; but after thinking over the case, I resolved to bring the parts 
into apposition by means of the quilled suture, and, with the assistance of my 
friend Dr. Duncanson, did so next morning. 

The ordinary precautions in such cases were taken, and everything seemed 
to be going on well, till the Tuesday morning, when, to my great disappoint¬ 
ment, the wound was found to be partly gaping; the patient, having been rest¬ 
less during the night, caused the looped end of the wires to slip from off the 
quill. 

The surface of the lacerated wound being in a sloughy state, I ordered poul¬ 
tices containing carbolic acid to be applied for a few days; then stuffed the 
wound daily with lint, soaked in carbolic oil, and in three weeks after the day 
of her confinement the wound was entirely healed, the perineum being very 
slightly puckered.— Ed. Med. Joarn., April, 1875. 

61. Ccesarectn Operation. — Dr. Cazin, of Boulogne, communicated to the 
French Academy of Medicine (May 11, 1875) a case of Caesarean operation ren¬ 
dered necessary by a fibrous tumour of the uterus and which was followed by 
success for both mother and infant. Some months afterwards Dr. C. examined 
the woman and found a very notable diminution in the size of the fibrous 
tumour.— Gazette Hebdom., 14 May, 1875. 

62. Chloral in Obstetric Practice —Dr. Chiarleoni narrates the results of 
the employment of chloral in the Obstetrical Clinic of St. Catherine Hospital, 
Milan. He divides the patients to whom it was administered into four groups. 
The first of these consisted of pusillanimous, indocile, irritable, and nervous 
women, in whom the course of labour easily becomes interrupted or suspended. 
By administering to these subjects a substance which, while it leaves the uterine 
irritability intact, procures sleep, tranquillity, and diminution of pain, great 
benefit results. Chloral was given to twenty such cases, most of them being 
primiparte, whom the novelty of their situation rendered more apprehensive 
and desponding. In most of the pluripar® the waters had been discharged 
prematurely, or their strength was defective. In such persons the sound sleep 
which is produced is followed either by a vigorous uterine contraction or a 
diminution of suffering. Under the action of the chloral the uterine contrac¬ 
tions acquired greater strength, while the diminution of general sensibility was 
not carried to the point of suspending the auxiliary pain derived from voluntary 
effort, which the woman brought more into action when she suffered less pain, 
exemplifying what has been said of chloral: that under its action the process 
of labour is of shorter duration. 

A second group of cases was formed of women the subjects of albuminuria, 
verified either during pregnancy or shortly before labour. In these, chloral 
was indicated not only on account of the reasons prevailing in the other group, 
but also in relation to the prevention of convulsive action. There were nine 
of these patients, in four of whom labour occurred prematurely. Chloral was 
administered in five cases, and in none of these did any convulsive affection 
occur. In a tenth case in which the albuminuria was not observed until 
eclampsia occurred, chloral was the only remedy employed : fourteen grammes 
were given within the twenty-four hours. The convulsions were definitely 
arrested, and labour took place during the chloralic sleep. In the third group, 
chloral was given in five cases in order to render operations that were necessary 
more easy and less painful. The fourth and most numerous group was composed 
of women to whom chloral was given soon after the termination of labour, the 
patients having either been the subjects of operation or suffering exhaustion 
from prolonged or painful operations. 



